
 

 

 

 

School Newsletter  
1st December 2023 Term 2 Newsletter 3 

St Nicholas Church School 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

St Nic’s Christmas celebrations kicked off in style this week with      an-
other fun filled Winter Fayre. It is always lovely to see so many families 
joining in the festivities and spending time together. The snow machine 
proved a particular hit with the children and they are trying to convince 
us to set it up again before the end of term! Watch this space! A huge 
thankyou to the brilliant PTFA and volunteers who set up and ran the 
Fayre—we are eternally grateful for your hard work. If anyone would 
like to get involved and help at these events, please do get in touch with 
the PTFA as they are always on the look out for new volunteers. 

It was pleasing to have so many parents attend the Christmas decoration making event yesterday and we 
hope you enjoyed having the opportunity to work alongside your child. The decorations will look fantastic on 
our tree in the hall and will be sent home with the children before the end of term. Speaking of trees, we were 
quite amazed that we actually won the online competition to win a real tree and decorations for the school, 
so thank you to those who took part! Mr Miller is busy putting it up as we speak. 

With the cost of living crisis still impacting so many people, it was decided with the PTFA that we wanted all 
children across the school to have the chance to see Father Christmas and receive a gift as part of the Christ-
mas celebrations. So this year, all children will get this opportunity, at no cost to parents. This has been made 
possible by two very generous donations from Howden Insurance and Clifford’s Garage and we know parents 
will join us in thanking them for both their generosity and Christmas spirit that will put a smile on the face of 
all the children. 

Although the learning never stops at school, we have a jam packed Christmas calendar coming up over the 
next couple of weeks. We hope you will be able to join us for some of these special events.  

Mon 4th Dec   Elfridges Children can buy gifts in school for family 
members (see attached poster for details) 

 Tue 5th Dec  Rev. Ian Assembly at St Nics Children only 

 Wed 6th Dec Christingle Service 9:10 am All welcome 

 Wed 6th Dec  Father Christmas coming to school! All children to receive a gift! 

 Thur 7th Dec  KS1 Performance am 10:00am All welcome (ticketed event) 

 Thur 7th Dec  Christmas Wreath Making  5:30pm For parents (ticketed event—see attached   
poster for details) 

 Fri 8th Dec  KS1 Performance  10:00am All welcome (ticketed event) 

Mon 11th Dec  KS2 Performance pm 1:30pm All welcome (ticketed event) 

Tue 12th Dec  KS2 Performance pm 9:30am All welcome (ticketed event) 

Wed 13th Dec Christmas Dinner ( Reception, Yr1, Yr 2, Yr 3, Wellow) Children only (Christmas jumpers and/or       
accessories allowed) 

Thur 14th Dec Christmas Dinner (Yr 4, Yr5, Yr6 , Midford) Children only (Christmas jumpers and/or 
accessories allowed) 

Thur 14th Dec Carol Service 2:30pm All welcome 

Friday 15th Dec Spirit of St Nicholas Assembly 9:10am All welcome 

Friday 15th Dec School finish (12:40 Yr R—Yr 6) (1:00 Midford + Wellow) (Christmas jumpers and/or accessories 
allowed) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

       Feedback Friday 
 
Thank you for your feedback this week. Lots of positive views about the Winter Fayre which we will pass 

on to the PTFA. There were also lots of positive messages about school so thank you for those. Our     

questions this week were around reading and how parents find this at home. We didn’t have too many 

responses with this but some people said they were doing their best to read every night. This wasn’t     

always easy with busy family life. One person said they sometimes use older siblings to read with younger 

siblings, and we think this is a fantastic idea, as it benefits both children. Someone has asked if it’s          

possible to also have a story book sent home if their child’s reading book is fact book. This is certainly 

something we would be happy to do and will be a lot easier once the re-stock of the library has taken 

place. We’d love for children to be immersed in as many books as possible! Please do continue to try and 

read with your child every day as the benefits are huge. The Book Trust highlight four main benefits to 

reading with children which include: 

• Overcoming disadvantage caused by inequalities 

• Be healthier and happier children with better mental health and self esteem 

• Do better at school at school and make more progress across the curriculum 

• Develop creativity and empathy 

There was one other really good point made today about the number of parent events we put on being 

unmanageable for parents to get to. We would really like to explore this a bit more and will make this our 

question for next week. Thank you. 

 

I loved doing RE yesterday! 
Are we doing Christmas jumper 

day this year? 

Run for Reading 

The money is still coming in from our “Run for Reading” event and the office are busy counting it all up. 

Please could all sponsorship money be handed in by Monday at the latest so we can reveal our final    

total next week and look at how much we have raised for books for the library. Thank you. 

I read daily but I don’t       

always write it in my reading 

record. “Yes. You can wear them for 

Christmas Lunch.” 



 

 

 

 

Our Values 
Y6 produced some amazing pictures this week in RE and 
as a class we discussed the birth of Jesus and its          
significance.  We talked about the important job that 
Mary had been chosen to do and times we have felt 
important. Lots of the children said they had felt excited 
to be chosen for parts in the play or to be part of the 
Pupil Leadership Team. We also discussed why we think 
we may have been chosen for these special roles - using 
our values and being reliable were some of them. The 
activity was to draw what Mary and Joseph may look 
like now, what jobs they may have and any hobbies. 
Super RE Y6. Well done. 

 

Attendance 

In Term 1 we had very positive attendance at St Nics and we are pleased that around 

50 pupils have managed to maintain 100% attendance so far. However, this term 

attendance has been particularly poor. Winter will always bring the usual rounds of 

bugs and colds but please only keep children off school if they are too unwell to attend. 

Sickness bugs still require 48 hrs off, and this can’t be helped. 

Poor attendance at school has serious implications for children and young people.    

Lower attendance is correlated with lower attainment outcomes for pupils at the end 

of Key Stage 2. National Data from the 2022-2023 academic year for the end of Key 

Stage 2 shows that 71% of pupils who had 99% attendance or above achieved expected 

standard in reading, writing and maths, compared to only 50% of pupils with 90% 

attendance. This drops to only 42% of children achieving the expected standards with 

85% attendance, and the pattern continues; as attendance drops, so does attainment. 

With this  in mind, please speak to us if you are having any difficulties with your child 

attending school and we will be happy to look at what we can do to offer support. 

Cam 84.6% 

Somer 94.8% 

Dart 90.8% 

Avon 95.9% 

Mells 92.1% 

Yeo 95.3% 

Hartlake 91.3% 

Midford 87.5% 

Wellow 90% 

Overall attendance is 

92.5%. 

House Points 

 
Ludlow 203 

Foxcote 162 

Tyning  173 

Huish 202 



 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 

Monday 4th December 

PTFA Elfridges 

Wednesday 6th December 

PTFA Father Christmas 

Thursday 7th December 

10.00am— KS1 Performance 

5.30pm—PTFA Wreath Making 

Friday 8th December 

10.00am—KS1 Performance 

Monday 11th December 

1.30pm—KS2 Performance 

Tuesday 12th December 

9.30am—KS2 Performance 

Wednesday 13th December 

KS1, Wellow & Y3 Christmas Lunch 

Thursday 14th December 

Yrs 4-6 & Midford Christmas Lunch 

Carol Service 

Friday 15th December 

Spirit Of St Nicholas Assembly 

End of Term 2 

Wednesday 3rd January  

Term 3 

Time To Talk 

Cam What is the name of the long sleep that some ani-

mals have during Winter time?  

Somer How many new words can you make from the 

letters in Christmas?  

Dart What facts do you know about orangutans?  

Avon Why were the pyramids created in Ancient Egypt?  

Mells What was your favourite fact from our trip to the 

Roman Baths?  

Yeo Explain to your grown-up the difference between a 
proper and an improper fraction.  

Hartlake What steps did you follow in our science experi-

ment this week and what did you find out?   

 Star Maths  

Magician 

Reading/Oracy 

 

Wizard 

Writer 

Cam Ava H Miracle O Leo D Zak M 

Somer Zoe MG Rushew O Pixie-Rose H Gracie W 

Dart Wynter-

Rose M 

Enzo J Daisy P Rocco M 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

2023-2024 SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY DATES 

Including INSET DAYS 

 

 

 

TERM 1 

Start: Tuesday 5th September 

Finish: Friday 20th October 

TERM 2 

Start: Monday 30th October  

Finish: Friday 15th December 

TERM 3   

Start: Wednesday 3rd January 

Finish: Friday 9th February 

TERM 4  

Start: Monday 19th February 

Finish: Thursday 28th March 

TERM 5 

Start: Monday 15th April 

Finish: Friday 24th May 

TERM 6 

Start: Monday 3rd June 

Finish: Tuesday 23rd July 

INSET DAYS  

  Friday 1st September 2023 

  Monday 4th September 2023 

Tuesday 2nd January 2024 

  Monday 29th January 2024 

Friday 12th July 2024 







 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 




